
Potenza–Torre Guevara Rotary Club, D2120: Workshop of Independent 

Life 

 

PROJECT FEEDBACK: 

 The main goal of this project appears to focus on providing autonomy to individuals with 

Down Syndrome. While there is no doubt this is a worthy cause, this focus does not lend 

itself to one of Rotary’s Areas of Focus. Objectives 1-3 of the project do not align with an 

Area of Focus, and therefore the overall scope of the project does not meet on of the 

fundamental requirements for global grant funding.  

 

However, Objective 4 of the project, to prepare individuals with Down Syndrome to enter the 

business world, could have potential to align very well with Economic and Community 

Development. The intention of Economic and Community Development is to create increased 

job and income opportunities. If the project is restructured to mainly focus on providing job and 

income opportunities, the following feedback would apply: 

 Starting 1 July 2018, all humanitarian and vocational training projects must conduct a 

community assessment. The community assessment can be conducted by host or 

international Rotarians, cooperating organizations or governments, but should involve 

talking directly with stakeholders in the beneficiary community. Tips for conducting 

community assessments can be found in the Rotary Community Assessment Tools 

document. The Community Assessment Results Form can also be included with the 

global grant application in order to transfer information about the assessment to The 

Foundation.  

 Since current programming exists to help connect individuals in the community with 

Down Syndrome to jobs, the grant project would need to focus on improving the quality 

and/or quantity of the training program.  

 Community assessment results should be provided that indicate there are 

entrepreneurial opportunities or formal jobs available for the vocational training being 

provided.  

 If deemed appropriate, it may be beneficial to think about establishing certificate 

programs and post-training support in the form of job placement, if not done so already. 

Certificates can be used by the women to confirm their skills when they seek job 

opportunities. Post-training job support can help better connect the women to local jobs.  

 The budget would need to be revised so that the majority of the budget is allocated 

towards the Economic and Development activities, rather than providing social 

autonomy. If individuals are going to work on their own and ultimately live on their own, 

it would make sense for autonomy training to be included in the project. However, the 

main focus of the project and its budget would need to be on providing job and income 

opportunities, rather than social autonomy. 

 

 

 

https://my.rotary.org/en/document/community-assessment-tools
https://my.rotary.org/en/document/global-grants-community-assessment-results


RESOURCES: 

 Economic and Community Development Guidelines for Global Grant Funding 

 Community Assessment Tools 

 Global Grant Community Assessment Results form 

 Regional Grants Officer Foundation Staff for Italy: Lauren Ribant, 

Lauren.Ribant@rotary.org   

*please note: additional information may be required by the Regional Grants Officer when reviewing the 

submitted application.  
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