
                                                                                    
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1 
 

12° Multi-Club Workshop 
Matera, 5-9 September 2018 

Unbelievable but true! 
 

This is the title that deserves the 12th MCW, which took place in Matera from 5 to 9 September 2018. All 
the comments of the many Rotarians can be summed up in those 3 words of the title. Let's quote two: Louise 
Barden says: I'm really happy, I've travelled a lot but I've never experienced such a wonderful event! Alina 
Lavrenteyeva: Here there is enthusiasm and solidarity as if we were in a big family! Others: Very successful 
event, excellent organization... 
In fact, it was an intense team work for the organization that we activate every year. This time saw on the 
spot also the great and careful collaboration of the staff of the Governor Donato Donnoli, D 2120 with 
Antonio and Raffaele Braia. In particular, we have seen all the strength and determination of Donato in 
achieving and making at the best the event with the preparation in detail of the district Forum within which 
the MCW was held. But let's start by order. Wednesday 5th, arrival of Rotarians from other countries and 
other Italian districts and an evening in a trattoria where old acquaintances have come together with joy! 

Thursday 6th,  guided tour of the city, the “Sassi” and the 
“Palombaro Lungo” . The second evening too was very nice with the 
meeting of new Friends arriving from abroad. We were 47 in total. 
The trip on Friday 7th to 
Grumentum and to the Lake 
"Pietra del Pertusillo" will 
remain unforgettable for 
everyone: travel by coach 
through the initial 

Calanchi, then the plain, the hills and the mountains of Val D'agri, 
illustrated by the exhaustive explanations of the governor Donato 
Donnoli, our "guide".   
Then warm welcome of numerous members of the Rotary Club Val D'Agri for the visit to the 
archaeological park of Grumentum with a stop by the lake for the lunch offered to all by Governor Donnoli. 
The serenity of the place has inspired friendliness and birth of new friendships with great laughter and 
moments of immediate and sincere Rotarian solidarity as the one aimed at raising money for the Rotary 
service of the governor's wife, Enrica. The service will take place for the teaching of Braille writing even 
among sighted children to get used to understand the value of diversity. In the meantime, Donato and 
Lauren were releasing interviews, talking about Rotary and MCW with journalists, local television and 
newspapers. 

As for the Forum on Saturday, September 8th, in addition 
to the group of foreign Rotarians and Rotarians from 
other Italian districts who responded to MCW's 
invitation (6 countries, 8 districts, 15 clubs), members 
from the 57 clubs of Puglia-Basilicata invited by the 
Governor took part in the day. The total number of 
participants was about 250! A success! We start with the 
honour to the flag of Rotary (representing all the nations 
of the RC participants in the day), followed by the 
greetings of the councillor for productive activities of 
the Basilicata Region, Roberto Cifarelli and the greetings 
of the councillor Nicola Trombetta, representing the 
mayor of the city of Matera.   
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The president of the RC Matera, Antonio De Tommasi wishes good work and thanks for having chosen his 
city for this event. Then the district instructor and PDG Luigi Palombella takes the floor and remembers 
the goals of the MCW to improve the level of Society. In his turn, PDG Titta De Tommasi who as governor 
had already the opportunity to participate at the 2nd MCW of Bari, stresses that the MCW consists of two 
pillars: the planning of services and the development of friendship. Greetings also from Louise Barden, 
International Director, RC Dunwoody (D 6900 Georgia - US), Alina Lavrenteyeva, President, RC Moscow 
International (D 2220 – Russia Western) and Josef Marous, RC Dusseldorf Schlossturm (D 1870 – 
Germany) and President, ICC Germany-Russia.  
Then Governor Donato Donnoli takes the word. He highlights the Rotarian 
themes of attention to others and, paraphrasing an African proverb recalls 
that "who does not pay attention to others, breaks a bridge at the point 
where he too could one day pass "and the MCW, reiterated Donato," builds 
bridges, "Bridges of solidarity." Donato then invited the Rotarians of the D 
2120 to take part in the work of the day with two possible modalities: 
 follow the work by committing to the realization of some of the projects presented, or  
 attend the work experiencing the incomparable atmosphere that is created when Rotarians, coming 

from different parts of the world, meet to "do good in the world", As he said, in 1929, Arch. C. 
Klumph in launching the creation of the Rotary Foundation. 

Lauren Ribant, Rotary Foundation’ Regional Grants Officer in more than 60 European districts illustrates 
the significant numbers of Global Grants worldwide, Europe and Italy. Then, Andrea Paolo Rossi, PP RC 
Cesena (D 2072) and President of the NGO "Fondazione Taccia", Rimini underlines how important it is to 
have the support of non-profit organizations to realize global grants. This theme is taken over by Mac 
Purcell, RC Paddington (D 1130 UK) who indicates that in England it is possible to organize partnership for 
projects between corporates and Rotary clubs. 
We move on to the presentation of the 8 projects already reviewed by the Rotary Foundation of 
Evanston. The project of the RC Trani already approved by D 2120 is presented "out of competition" and 
as a useful model. It consists of an Operating Room for Mothers and Children in Kampala, Uganda - 
Value: €32,650. This hospital serves a very poor population from 50,000 to 100,000 inhabitants and 
currently attends predominantly mothers and children in distress, but is not equipped with an operating 
room. The setting up of this room would make an important service to the community. 
The total value of the 8 progetti is equal to €524,000 (=$612,000). Unbelievable, but true! 
 

1. Palliative Care Project Romagna – Value: €150,000 (=$175,000) 
By this project, Rotary will donate a videoconference system and some high-level training courses to 
AUSL Romagna, the public health organization of the Romagna Region. The said system will be installed 
in 7 hospices of AUSL Romagna.  
 

2. Progetto Alzheimer - Value: €71,500 (=$83,500) 
By this initiative, Rotary will improve the quality of treatment and care for people with dementia and 
prevent and manage crisis situations. 
 

3. Scholarship for Pietro Tonini – Value: €30,000 (=$35,000) 
Scholarship for a research that the twenty-four Pietro Tonini of the University of Bologna will perform 
at the Institut de Ciència and Technology Ambientals (ICTA) in Barcelona, Spain. 
 

4. Project UBUNTU-PV - Burundi - Production of photovoltaic panels - Value: €65,000 (=$76,000) 
To make energetically independent the inhabitants of rural areas or in any case not reachable from the 
public electricity network. The project is addressed to young Burundians, already educated at IMEM 
CNR in Parma, who will build some photovoltaic systems to be installed in public places as in dwellings.  
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5. Workshop of Independent Life – Value: €41,120 (=$48,000) 
The aim of the project is to offer the boys "Down" the opportunity to acquire new skills for their 
inclusion in the working activity. That also by communication, orientation, use of means of transport, 
behaviour purchases, the use of services.  
 

6. SITAM Institute – Addis Ababa – Ethiopia – Young women's training machinery - Value: €46,540  
(=$54,000) 
In response to the growing need for technical and vocational training of the poor women and girls in 
Addis Ababa, the SITAM promoted this Project. In this way poor young women will be able to develop 
their economic autonomy.  
 

7. X-Ray to Ethiopia – Adwa-Etiopia - Value: €49,800 (=$58,200) 
The project will contribute to provide the radiology apparatus to the Hospital Kidan Meheret which is 
part of the mission entrusted to the Salesian Sisters, Daughters of Mary, Help of Christians. In 
addition to the training of local staff, this initiative will be done with the collaboration of Italian 
doctors, some of them Rotarians.  
 

8. Kids Aid on the Wheels - Mobile Health Center – Value: €69,700 (=$81,430) 
The Paediatric Clinic in Ulyanovsk is responsible for treating children throughout the vast territory of 
Ulyanovsk. To promote this activity, the RC Ulyanovsk intends to donate the clinic a mobile unit equipped 
with machines that allow to carry out examinations and cures.  

 

After lunch, Leonardo de Angelis, MCW's Coordinator, describes the importance of Club collaboration 
with the Rotary Foundation with examples of projects made over the past 5 years. Moreover, Leonardo 
announces that the first 3 winning projects will each receive a prize of 1,000 US dollars! Then, Lauren 
Ribant grants some suggestions to Rotarians who presented a project. After the Grants Exchange where 
clubs’ representatives discuss the projects presented in the morning, Denis Borisov, RC Moscow 
International (D 2220) manages the Voting with the cooperation of Saverio De Girolamo, RC Manfredonia 
(D 2120). The project selection is held to render the Forum more attractive. However, all the 8 presented 
progetti can be implemented!  
The project nr. 1 is which to be implemented in Burundi, the nr. 2 is the Ulyanovsk Project and the nr. 
3 is the Addis Ababa Project. Then Saverio asks Alina Lavrenteyeva, President, RC Moscow 
International, to present Moscow as the place of the 13° MCW. All applaude this choice, in particular 
the Group of Russian Rotarians headed by Anna Tumanova, Governor Elect of the new District 2223 
(Russia).  

RAI (Radio Italian television) too arrived and interviewed Donato and Lauren on 
the themes of the event. 
The conclusions of the day are entrusted to the Governor Donato Donnoli, who 
underlines how the work was carried out in the sign of the ideals, the actions of 
Rotary and the vision he pointed out to Rotarians in D 2120: "Inspired by our 
values, we operate with our minds and heart for solidarity" 

Donato then shows a video he thought and realized, which encloses the significance of his vision. All were 
moved by that. 
As usual the participants exchange banners, flowers and gifts under 
the flash of many cameras! The 12th Multi-Club Workshop ends with 
the Gala dinner cheated by good music that allowed the participants 
to "lash out" with healthy fun! 
 
See you in Moscow from the 4th to the 8th September 2019! 

 


